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Application No.: 09/901,000 
IDS Submitted: February 3, 2004 

The present IDS is being filed under Rule 1 .97(c) (i.e., after the first Office 
action). In accordance with the provisions of Rule 1.97(e), the undersigned hereby 
states that each item of information contained in the present Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
present Information Disclosure Statement. In support of this statement, reference is 
made to the enclosed translation of the German Search Report, dated November 
28, 2003. 

Insofar as the Search Report contains an indication of the relevance of each 
non-English language reference (i.e., X, Y, A indication on the Search report), 
applicant will rely upon this as the "concise explanation of the relevance" of the non- 
English language references, as provided for in MPEP §609. 

Although it is submitted that no fee is required for this communication, if any 
fees are determined to be necessary, please charge same to our Deposit Account 
No. 18-0160, our Order No. SHM-12585. 



Respectfully submitted, 



RANKIN, HILL, PORTER & CLARK LLP 




700 Huntington Building 
925 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1405 
(216)566-9700 
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